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+€ HAT the infinitely glorious and bleffed God, ever more does 
what is beft, fo far as it is in bis power , is a very evi- 
dent truth.” And that itis abfolutely in bis power to re- 
Ktrain fin, confiftently with perfeét freedam in the creature ; is what 
1s attempted to be proved in the following fermon.---The arguments 
are founded upon plain texts of [eripture.---No intricate, abftrafl- 
ed (peculations, furpaffing the common apprebenfion of common 
people, are made ufe of. This method of handling the fubjest, it is 
hoped will have this advantage, that it will not be liable to the 
objections of thofe, who are difeufted with abjtrufe metaphyfical 
reafonings ; and who therefore «will not be convinced by fach 
arguments, however clear and demonftrative. 

Lf it is abjelutely in the power of Ged to reftrain fin, in every 
degree of it; without depriving moral agents of their freedom : 
it 1s very evident be always does this, fo far as it is for the beft --- 
Can there be any point plainer than this? Is not the Parent of 
the Univerfe, kind and benevolent 2. Can be over-rule all things 
for the beft, and will be not ? Can be refrain the wrath of 
man, and will benot therefore do it, whenever it would not 
praife him ? Reafon and Jcripture join to demonjirate thai be 
will. If God does therefore in every inftance, reftrain fin, [o far 
as it would be for the beft, it is certain that whatever morcl 
evil there is in the univerfe, it foall fome how or other, fub- 
ferve the nobleft and beft purpofes.---Therefore we may fofely 
conclude, that jt was before ordained of God. In this reafoning, 
every rational mind may reft fatisfied.---It feems therefore of ini- 
portance to efpablif this point, that God can reftrain fin, with- 
suk any injury to free agency. And this being done, it affords a 
clear decifion, to many other important points that have been 
the fubjetis of much. difpute. Therefore an attention to clecr 
fcriptural arguments, to eftablifh the point laboured in the fol 
lowing fermon, may be very ufefuf 3 which may ferve as an ape 
fogy for its publication, 


Gop able to reftrain fin, confiftently 
with the liberty of the creature. 
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---The remainder of wrath foals thou refrain. 


Wits I propofe, in the enfuine difcourfe, is to efta- 
blith Gon’s ab/olute dominion, over the hearts of 
men: to evince his entire abiliry to govern, and 
controul the human heart, fo that to whatever enormous 
height, the turbulent paffions, and violent corruptions of 
men may arife ; yet they are perfectly limited and curbed at 
the divine pleafure ; fo that it may with propriety be faid 
with refpect thereto, as is faid concerning the boifterous oce- 
an, ‘* Heitherto fhalt thou come, but no further, and here fhall 
thy proud waves be ftayed.” (Job 28.11.) It would be a la- 
mentable confideration indeed, if the horrid outrage and mad- 
nefs of men, was irrefiftible by Omnipotence itfelf, and if 
the all-wife Governor and Superintendent of the univerfe, 
could not reftrain and fupprefs the perverfe rage of men, a- 
ereeable to his holy will. The f{criptures give us a very dif- 


a} 


ferent, as well as comfortable view of this matter. 

In the verfe from whence we have taken our text, the 
Pfalmift under Divine Infpiration, thus expreffes himfelf, 
*¢ Surely the wrath of man fhall praife thee: the remainder 
of wrath fhalt thou reftrain.” Tere we are taught that God, 
would reftrain or fupprefs all the wickednefs, and corrupti- 
ons of men, except what fhould be fubfervient to his praife 
and glory. ‘This teaches us that Gon’s power and domini- 
on extends to the reftraining ef Sin, agreeable to his fovereign 
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HAT the infinitely glorious and bleffed God, ever more does 
what is beft, fo far as it is in bis power , is a very evi- 
"dent truth.” And that itis abfolutely in bis power to re- 
firain lin, confiftently with perfeét frecdam in the creature , is what 
15 attempted to be proved in the following fermon.---T he arguments 
are founded upon plain texts of [eripture.---No intricate, abfraéi- 
ed Ipeculations, furpaffing the common apprebenfion of common 
people, are made ufe of. This method of handling the fubjeé, it is 
hoped will have this advantage, that it will not be liable to the 
objections of thofe, who are difeufted with abjtrufe metaphyfical 
reafonings ; and who therefore will not be convinced by fuch 
arguments, however clear and demonftrative. 

Lf it is abfelugely in thepower of Ged to reftrain fin, in every 
degree of it ; without depriving moral agents of their freedom : 
it is very evident he always does this, fo far as it 1s for the beft --- 
Can there be any point plainer than this? Is not the Parent of 
the Univerfe, kind and benevolent ? Can be over-rule all things 
for the beft, and will be not ? Can be reftrain the wrath of 
man, and will he not therefore do it, whenever it would not 
praife him ? Reafon and fcripture join to demonjirate that he 
will. If God does therefore in every inftance, reftrain fin, fo far 
as it would be for the beft ; it is certain that whatever moral 
evil there is in the univerfe, it foall fome how or other, fub- 
Serve the nobleft and beft purpofes.---Therefore we may fofely 
conclude, that it was before ordained of God. In this reafoning, 


"every rational mind may reft fatisfied.---It feems therefore of in- 


portance to eftablifo-this point, that God can refirain fin, with- 
eu any injury to free agency. And this being done, it affords a 
clear decifion, to many other important points that have been 
the fubjeis of much. difpute. Therefore an attention to clear 
feriptural arguments, to eflablifh the point laboured in the fole 
lowing fermon, may be very ufefu ;* which may Jerve as ant apr 
fogy for its publication, 
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---Dhe remainder of wrath foals thow reftrain. 


HAT I propofe, in the enfuing difcourfe, is to efta- 
WV blifh Gon’s abjfolute dominion, over the hearts of 
men: to evince his entire abiliry to govern, and 
controul the human heart, fo that to whatever enormous 
height, the turbulent paffions, and violent corruptions of 
men may arife; yet they are perfectly limited and curbed at 
the divine pleature ; fo that it may with propriety be faid 
with refpect thereto, as is faid concerning the boifterous oce- 
an, ** Heitherto fhalt thou come, but no further, ane here fhall 
thy proud waves be ftayed.” (Job 28.11.) It would be a la- 
mentable confideration indeed, if the horrid outrage and mad- 
nefs of men, was irrefiftible by Omnipotence itfelf; and if 
the all-wife Governor and Superintendent of the univerfe, 
could not reftrain and fupprefs the perverfe rage of men, a- 
ereeable to his holy will. The fcriptures give us a very dif- 
ferent, as well as comfortable view of this matter. 
In the verfe from whence we have taken our text, the 
Pfalmift under Divine Infpiration, thus expreffes himielf, 
—** Surely the wrath of man fhall praife thee: the remainder 
of wrath fhait thou reftrain.’ . Were we are taught that God, 
would reftrain or fupprefs all the wickednefs, and corrupti- 
ons of men, except what fhould be fubfervient to his praife 
and glory, ‘This teaches us that Gon’s power and domini- 
gn extends to the reftrain‘pg of Sin, agreeable to his fovereion 
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pleafure. And as the fcriptures univerfally confider men as 
retaining their hberty, and acting as free agents; notwith- 
ftanding they are the fubjects of DivineGovernment, and may 
be under divine reftraints ; and as our text muft accord, 
with the general fcope of {cripture, fo we may with propriety 
advance this DocrrineE, viz. 

God is able to reftrain all the fins of men in a way confiftent ~ 
with their liberty. 

The confirmation of this dofrine, principally by plain, 
fcriptural arguments, is what I propofe at this time. 

Perhaps you may think it a point, fcarcely deferving the 
expence of much time and pains, in eftablifhing ; on account 
of its obvioufnels. That the almighty Ruler of the univerfe 
is able to bridle and reftrain the fufts and corruptions of men; — 
fo that they fhall all be circumfcribed, within the bounds of 
the Divine pleafure, even without the deftruétion of their 
free-agency ; may at firft view, appear to you, almoft with 
the perfpicuity of a {elf-evident truth. However, as obvi- 
ous as this truth may appear tofome, it is at leaft implicit: 
ly denied by many ; fuch confequences follow as they vehe- 
mently renounce as falfe: But if the point we are attempting. 
be fully proved from the icriptures, their foundation mutt ; 
give way, and what is cenfured as error, will appear to be 
important divine truths. It may therefore be no unprofita- 
ble expence of time, to attend to the light of reyelation with 
reference to this point. I mean to adduce fundry arguments, 
for the fupportand eftablifhment of this doétrine ; to which 
I invite your careful and candid attention, that you may be : 
able to judge of their ftrength and folidity. ) 

Arcument J. If Gop can, and actually does direé& and 
controul the free actions of moral agents ; then he can re- 
ftrain fin, without deftroying the liberty of the agent: but 
the {criptyres teach ys, that Gop can, and actually does per- 
form this, The confequence aimed at, will very eafily fol- 
low from thefg premifes. 

However myiterious and unaccountable to us, the manner 
of Gon’s operating upon intelligent beings may be; yet itis 
evident from the. word of Gop, that he does tome how, or 
_ other, govern the hearts of intelligent free agents, fo that 
SR ! they 
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they perfeétly comport with his defign. Particularly, i¢ 
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may be obferved for the confirmation of this point, that the 
{cripture very frequently, declares exprefsly, that many of 
the actions of men, are excited, influenced, or directed by 
Gop himfelf ; which a€tions, have.as much the appearance. 
of freedom belonging to them, asany ever performed by 
mankind. Thus it is written, ‘ The King’s heart is in the 
hand of the Lorp, asthe rivers of water : he turneth it whi- 
therfoever he will.” Prov. 21. 1. Kings are as much free- 
agents, as other men ; and yet according to the plain afferti- 
on of the words now cited, Gop has the abfolute direction of 
their hearts, however various their exercifes may be, fome~ 
times purfuing one ccurie, and then fteering another, being 
direéted towards innumerable objects, juft like a river which 
in its winding and various courfes, is directed to very dif- 


- ferent points. Can one believe that all thefe various turns 


—-- ~ 


of the heart, are under the dire€tion of Gop? Yes, fays the 
infpired wife man, Tbe king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord, 
as the rivers of water : be turneth it whither foever be will. If 
the king’s heart in all its free exercifes is thus abfolutely in 
the hand of the Lorp ; we may well conclude that the hearts 
of all mankind, are in the fame manner, in the hands of 
Gop, and as much at his difpofal and direCtion.---And as a 
further illuftration and proof of this matter, we are elfe-where 
informed in many particular iaftances, that Gop does thus 
move and direét the hearts of Princes : for inftance, we may 
allude to what is faid concerning the Kings of the Medes, 


whom Gop, (with the Armies under them) improved as in- 


ftruments, in his hands, for the conqueft of Babylon.---We 
read, that, “* God raifed up the Spirit of the Kings of the 
Medes, for his device is againft Babylon to deftroy it.” Jer. 
gi. 11.---Here obferve that it is exprefsly faid, that, God rai- 
fedup the Spirit of the Kings of the Medes, for the accomp- 
lifhment of his purpofes. He moved their hearts to this 
great enterprize ; and yet their counfels, their courage, 
their undertaking, and profecution of this great affair, were 
as much their own, and as much thé refult ef liberty, 
as any of the great war-like achievements, performed by 
great men in any ages of the world; And yet in the per- 
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formance of all this, it is taid, that God raifed up their /pirit, 
Surely then their hearts were’in the hand of the Lorp, as 
was before aflerted.---Again, when Cyrus gave orders for the 
rebuilding of the temple at Jerufalem, it is faid that “Gop 
firred up the fpirit of Cyrus King of Perfia for that purpofe.” 
(See Ezra 1, 1.)---Furthermore, that Gop thus governs and 
controuls the human heart, is very apparent, from. what is 


faid cohcerning the king of Affyria, whom Gop improved, — 


for the punifhing of his own hypocritical people.---On ac- 
count of the Affyrian king’s being fo abfolutely at Gop’s di- 
rection, in the whole of this affair, he is called, ¢be rod of 
bis anger, and the flaff in bis hand is his indignation. And Gop 


fays, “I will fend him againft an hypocritical nation, and a- - 


gainft the people of my wrath, will J give him a charge to take 
the fpoil, and to take the prey, and to tread them down like 
the mire in the ftreets.” Ifa. 10.6. Does not this emphati- 
cally exprefs the dominion of Gop over the Affyrian king ; 
fo as to over-rule the whole of his conduct, relative to this 
affair, in a fubferviency to his pleafure ? And yet he undoubt- 
edly acted freely herein: it is evident he tho’t fo; for he 
faith, ** by the ftrength of my hand have I done it, and by 
wifdom'; for lam prudent,”8c. And it is {till more evi- 
dent that he acted in the exercife of liberty herein from Gop’s 


declaring that he would pumifh him for this his condué : But. 


Gop does not punith perfons, for any actions in which they 
arenot free,---Furthermore, it is very evident that the con- 
dué of Nebuchadnezzar, and the Babylonians, was under 
the divine direétion, in their defeent upon Jerufalem. For 
the proof of this, fee Jer. 25. 9. “Behold I will fend, and 
take all the families of the north, faith the Lorp, and Nedy- 
chadnezzar «my fervant, and will bring them again{t this land, 
and againft all the nations round about, and will utterly de- 
{troy them,” 8cc, See alfochap. 43. 10. ‘J will fend and 
take Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my frvant, and 
I will fet his throne upon thefe ftones, that I have hid, and 
he fhall fpread his royal pavilion over them.”---From thefe 
paffages, how evidently does the king of Babylon, and his 
army, appear to be under the divine direction ?---Gop is faid 
to fend for them, and to bring them, and they come in confe- 
quence thereof: And yet it is apparent that they acted with 
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as much: freedom, as men ever do in any of their undertak- 
ings.---Let us glance at fome other inftances, of a fimilar 
kind. When Rehoboam refufed to hearken to the counfel 
of the people ; the reafon affigned why he thus did, is, “shat 
the caufe was from the Lord, that he might perform, his fay- 
ing which the Lorp fpake by Ahijah, the Shilonite, unto 
Jeroboam, the fon of Nebat.” (1 Kings 12. 15.) And when 
Amaziah would not hear the advice of Joafh, the reafon giv- 
en is, that, ‘ it came of God, that he might deliver them 
into the hand of their enemies, becaufe they fought after the 
gods of Edom.” (2 Chron. 25. 20.)---When David was de- 
termined to number the Ifraelites, it is faid, that “ God moved 
David againft them, to fay, go number Ifrael and Judah.” 
(2 Sam. 24, 1.)---Whena people under the power of their 
enemies, find pity and compaffion from them it is afcribed 
to an almighty influence of Gop over their hearts. See 
Pfal. 106. 46. “He made them alfo to be pitied of all thofe 
that carried them captives. Parallel to which is, Prov. 16. 
7. * Whena man’s ways pleafe the Lord, he maketh even bis 
enemies to be at peace with him.’ How eafily can Gop fo 
difpofe men’s hearts, as to caufe the enemies of thefe, whom 
they have in their hands, to be mild, peaceable, and gentle 
towards ther ? This argues, that the hearts of men are-in 
his hands. He moves the hearts of barbarous and favage na- 
tions to compaffionate, even their enemies, and to treat ther 

with courtefy and humanity whenever he pleaies ; this they 
freely and readily do, whenever it fuits the pleafure of Gop ; 
and his hand is to be acknowledged in the produétion’ of 
it: Surely then, he has an abfolute dominion over the hearts of 
men : the language of feripture leads us to this. conclufion.---- 
I might produce alarge variety of texts, of the like im- 
port, that plainly affure us, that the human heart, even ia 
its free and voluntary exercifes, is under the government 
and direétion of Gop. And indeed there are fome that more 
emphatically exprefs this, than the moft of thofe I have al- 
ready cited, * But thefe may fuffice to evince the point I 
. B would 


« * If any, for greater fatisfation, would confalt other texts, that relate 
to the point under confideration, they may be refered to theie following, 
Gen. 45. 5, 7; 8, and 50. 20, Exo, 4 21, and 7. 2—5, and 9. 12 and 
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would eftablifh, viz, That Gop can, and actually does di- 
rect, and controul the free aétions of moral agents.---The 
confequence I would deduce herefrom is, that Gop ‘can’ re- 
ftrain fin in men, whenever he pleafes, without deftroying 
their liberty. Ifthe heart of man, as we have already prov- 
ed, in all its free exercifes, be under the management and 
conduct of Gon almighty ; there can be no queftion, but he 
has it in his power to reftrain fin, os : 

_ Arc. II. If Gop be the author of holinriefs ; them he can 
reftrain fin, confiftently with liberty.---But the fcriptures  a- 
bundantly teach us, that Gop is the author of holinefs. 

That.in cafe Gop is the author of holinefs, he can reftrain 

fin ; may be made evident by a little attention. 
Juft in proportion as Gop produces holinefs, fin muft of 
confequence be rooted out. Sin and holinefs are incompati- 
ble; and fo far as holinefs prevails, fin muft of courfe be 
ex{tinguifhed ; for holinefs implies the exclufion of fin, and 
therefore juft in proportion to the degree of holinefs, fin 
muft be reftrained, or ceafe to exift. If holinefs, be perfedt, 
fin would be wholly reftrained. Hence it is very cafy to 
fee, that if Gop is the author of holinefs in men, and he is 
able to effect this in men, according to his’ pleafure, that in 
that cafe he is able to reftrain fin. We need only prove, 
therefore, that Gop is the author of holinefs, to bring 
out this confequence, that he is able to reftrain fin. And 
for the eftablifhment of this point, we need only have recourfe 
to the {criptures, and they will furnifh us with clear light, 
refpecting 


10. 1,2. and 14. 4,8. Deut. 20. 40. Joth. rr. 20. Jer. 52. 3." 2 Kings 
24. 20. Jer, §1. 20, 2 Sam. 16.10, 1. Tfa.6, 9, 10 and 4s 7. Adts, 
&. 23. and 3.18 and 4+ 28. Pfal, 105,17. 2 Thef. 2. 11,12. Prov. 16. 
4. Job 12. 26. Pfal 37. 23. &c. &e, 

Whether the providential government, which God exercifes over the 
human heart, be by the application of internal or external influence, 
whether it be mediate or immediate ; whether it be by mere permiffion, 
or pofiiive efficiency, or by blinding or enlightning the underftanding, 
or by the agency of good or evil fpirits, or by whatever means ; is not 
material to determine, in order to prove the point that God exercifes 
an abfolote dominion over the human heart, It fuffices for my prefent 
purpofe, if the means under God, are efe@ual for the prodution of the 
event ; and whether they are fo or nos, let the fcriptures be confalted: 
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sefpecting thismatter. They afcribe all divine graces, and 
virtues, and every degree of holinets in men, to Gop, as its 
author---particularly--- : 
_. 4, The feriptures confider Gop as the author of our tre- 
generation, or new-birth, : 
~ Now to be regenerate, amounts to the fame as to be holy, 
Bya aac ty we mean. the fame, as a holy, or good 
man. But who is the author of this change, whereby a 
wicked man, from a carnal finner, is formed iato a renewed, 
fan&tified perfon ? The fcriptures affure us, that Gop is the 
-author of this change. John 1.13. * Which were born, not 
of blood, nor of the will of the fiefh, nor of the will.of man ; 
but of God.” . Here our new-birth is afcribed to the power of 
Gop only: every thing .elfe, moft likely to have a hand in 
‘this noble transformatioa, is exprefsly excluded, St. James 
aflerts the fame truth, Jam. 1. 78. ‘ Of his own will degat 
be us with the word of truth,”---The apoftle tells 2. Ephe- 
fians, that ‘** it was God who had guickened them, who. had 
been previoufly dead in trefpaffes and fins.” - And he tells us, 
that ‘* We are God’s workmanjbip, created in Chrift Jefus un- 
to good works.” Our regeneration, is likewife compared to 
a creation, and a refurrettion from the dead, which alfo befpeaks 
the author of it to bedivine. Again, 

2. That Gop is the author of holinefs, is apparent from 
this confideration, that the Holy Spirit is faid to be Gad’s gift. 

Now it may be obferved that a man is holy, juft.in pro- 
portion to the meafure of the Holy Spirit which he pofeffes, 
Hethatis wholly deftitute of the fpirit, is confidered as be- 
ing wholly corrupt, or fenfual: but he that has the Spirit of 
_ Chritt, is confidered as being {piritual, or holy, and one of his, 

That the Spirit is Gop’s gift, is afferted by St. John, 1 
Job. 4. 13. “ Hereby know we that we dwellin him, and he 
in. us, becaufe be hath given us of kis Spirit.” ‘There are ma- 
ny other paflages wherein the Spirit is faid to be Gon’s gift.-- 
_ Now the Spirit, is confidered as the fum of all holinefs , juft 
.. In proportion as any one partakes of this Spirit, he is fo far 
_hely : and this is faid to be the beftowment of Gon; from 
_ whence it follows, that Gop is the author of holinefs. 
_. Furthermore, what the Apoftle fays, concerning the fruits 
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of the Spirit, is well worthy of obfervation, Gal. 5. 22. 
“ But ¢he fruit of she Spirit, is love, joy, peace, long-fuffer- 
ing, gentlenefs, goodnefs, faith, meeknefs, temperence.” 
What a number of excellent virtues, are here faid to be the 
fruit of the Spirit ?. And as thefe are “all faid to be the fruit 
of the Spirit, the fame is true of all other graces: which 
proves, that the divine Spirit is the author of ‘all holinefs 
1n every faint. : ; 
3. Letit be furthermore obferved, that the feriptures af- 
cribe faith in us to the powerof Gop, as its caufe, 
This appears not only from a text juft now cited, where- 
"in faith is reckoned as one of the fruits of the Spirit: but 
fron feveral other paffages, as Col. 2. 12. Buried with him 
in baptifm, wherein alfo ye are rifen with him thro’ rhe faith 
of the operation of God, who hath raifed him from the dead, 
faith (you will here obferve) is faid to be of Goa’s operation. 
See alfo Heb, 12. 2, ** Looking unto Jefus, the author and 
Jinifher of your faith,” Chrift is here called, not merely the au- 
thor, but finifher of our faith. Coming ta Chrift, which is 
likewife the fame thing as faith, is what we are dependent on 
Gon for, agreeable to Joh. 6. 44. “ No man can come unto 
me, except the Father which fent me draw him.?---Hence 
__We are taught, that Gop is the aythor of faith, without which 
it is impoffible to pleafe Gop, 
4, Repentance, fore contrition of heart, and humiliati- 
on for fin, is produced by the pouring out of Gon’s Spirit. 
For proof of this,’ fee Zech. 12. 10, 11, 12. “ And F will 
peur upon the houfe of David, and upon the inhabitants of 
_ Jcrafalem, the lpirit of grace and of fupplications, and they fhall 
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look upon me whom they have pierced, and they fhall mourn 
for him, as ene mourneth for his only fon, and fhall be in d7z- 
” ternefs for him, as one that isin bitternefs for his firft-born, 
{n that day there fhall be a great mourning in Jerufalem, as 
the mourning of H -dadrimmon, in the valley of Megiddon., 
And the land fhall mourn, every family apart,” &c. How 
affecting and ftriking is this reprefentation of the bitter hu- 
miliation and mourning, which the Jews fhould be exercifed 
with, when they fhould come to look upon Chrft, whom 
they had pierced? And yet all this deep abafement, is: con- 
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fidered as the fruit of Gop’s pouring out of his Spirit. This 
is a branch of holinefs therefore, of which God is the au- 
thor.---- Again, 

5. Spiritual knowledge and divine illumination, is what 
Gop is the author of, according to fcripture reprefentation. 
Therefore it is, that the Pfalmift prays, “* Open thou mine 
AG that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.” 
(Pfa. 119. 18.) And it is upon this account that Chrift 
‘thanks his Father“ that he had id thefe things from the 
wife and prudent, and had revealed them unto babes.” (Mat. 
tr. 25.) And it was on this account that Chrift declared un- 
to Peter, “thatit was not fiefh and blood, but his father 
which was in heaven that bad reveal:d to bim that Chrift, was 
the Son of the living Gop,” (Mat: 16. 17.) 

That fpiritual knowledge is from Gop, appears alfo from 
Jer.24. 7. % And I «will give them an heart to know me.” 
&c. The way whereby the Jews were to arrive to a true fpi- 
ritual knowledge of Gop, (we ite here) was by God’s giving 


them an heart tor it. In many other places of fcripture, Gop 


is reprefented as being the author of {piritual knowledge. 
And we may obferve further, that the fpirit of amity and 
of the fear of God, is faid alfo to be the gift of Gop. See Jer. 
32. 39. “ And J will give them ove heart, and one way, that 
they may fear me forever,” &c. See next verfe, “* I will put 
my fearin their hearts, that they fhall not depart from me.” 
This fear of Gop which was to ‘be the prevailing character 
uf the Jews, feems to be defigned to imply in it, the fum 
and fubftance of all religion: yet it was tobe given them of 
Ged, and to be put in their hearts by him, From whenceit 
follows that Goo is the author of all holinefs, 
Furthermore, fo dependent are we on Gop for holinefs, 
that the moft defirable external means, will have no effect up- 
on us, without a divine influence concurring. 1 Cor, 3. 6, 7, 
** I have planted, Apollos watered, éut God gave the increafe : 
fo then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that 
watereth, butGod that giveth the increafe.” The efficacy of 
every thing that relates to holinefs, depends upon Gop. The 
powerful preaching of the great St. Paul himfelf, or that of 
tloquent Apollos, could avail nothing without a divine blef- 


flag attending It, Every 
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~ Every yood motion in our hearts, is fome how or other 
excited by the Divine Spirit.‘ Not that we are fufficient of 
ourfelves, to think any thing as of ourfelves : Dat our fuffici- 
ency is of Ged,” 2 Cor. 3. 5. “ Every good gift, and every per- 

_feél giftis from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, 
with. whom is no variablenefs, neither fhadow of turning.” 
Jam. 1. 17.---“ Itis Gop that worketh in us both to. will 
and to do of his good pleafure,” &c. (Phil. 2. 13.) So that 
the queftion may with propriety be put toevery good man, 
« who maketh thee to differ from another, or. what haft 
thou that thou didft not receive ? Gop has our hearts in_ his 
hands in fuch a manner, that he forms them according to his 
pleafure, juft. as the potter does the clay, ‘‘ Hath not the 
potter power over the clay, of the fame lump, to make. one 

_ vefiel unto honor and another unto difhonor ?” Rom. @. 21. 

Upon the whole, how abundantly evident is it from fcrtp- 
ture, that Gop is the author of holinefs ? And if it be really 

_ fo, that Gon is able to produce holinefs in men, and actually 
does it, whenever it takes place in them : then it ts eafy to 
fee, that he can reftrain fin: for to produce holinels, is to 
caufe fin to be abolifhed, or ceafe to exit. 

.. And it appears likewife that Gop, when he produces holi- 
nefs in men, does not abridge or deftroy their liberty. He 
does not turn them into machines. No, they  ftill retain 
their liberty in the higheft fenfe conceivable, notwithftand- 

. ing it is God that worketh.in them both to will and todo. tis 
evident from all Gop’s. treatment of mankind, that he can- 

- fiders them as free agents, and accountable beings. So that 

. from this propofition being eftablifhed, that Gop is the author 
of holinefs in men, it follows that he can reftrain fin at plea- 
fure, in. an entire confiftency with the liberty of the agent. 

Are. Ill. Scriptural direétions, for us te pray, that Gop 
would preferve or keep us from finning, prove that Gop 

_ is able to reftrain fin. | 

If ic is not in the power of Gop to keep a free agent from 
finning, with what propriety can he be direfted to pray to 

&$op for reftraining grace, or that he may be preferved from 

fin? What foundation or reafon can there be in my praying 

_ to Gop.to fecure.and keep me from fin, unlefs he be able = ; 
2) 
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do this forme ? It is exceeding evident to the’ moft fimple 
underftanding, that there would be'no propriety in out pray- 
ing to Gop to reftrain us from finning, if this were ‘not’ in his’ 
power.---And it is about as evident, thathe can do this ina’ 
| way confiftent with perfect liberty : for ‘we are‘not to fuppofe 
_ that if Gop anfwers our prayers for reftraining erace, that 
_ he muft turn us into a piece of clock-work. « No, it is evi- 
dently fuppofed, as well by fcripture ascommon fenfe, that: 
when Gop anfwers our prayers, to be kept from fin, that we 
are {till free-agents, as much fo as ever. Therefore, we 
: need only prove from {cripture, that we are diré&ted to pray’ 
- to Gop, that he would preferve us from fin, and ‘by infalli- 
ble confequence it will follow, that Gop is able’ to’ reftrain’ 
fin ina perfe& confiftency with liberty. -But need I prove’ 
_ thatit is our duty to pray to Gop, that we might be kept 
from fine Did any Chriftian ever deny it ? Is it not a dic- 
tate of the very licht of nature ? And has it mot been ac=- 
knowledeed as.a duty, and practifed- upon, even by heathen ? 
: To be fure, itis a dodtrine very evidently true ; yet it may 
not be amifs to turn to a few texts of {eriptures, which plain- 
ly teach us that it is a duty. “For'this purpofe, tee Pfa_ 
19. 13. “ Keep back thy fervant allo from pref/umptious fins ; 
let them not have dominion over me: then fhall 1 be upright, 
and I fhall be innocent from the great tranfereffion.” Pfa. 
141. 3, 4. “* Set awatch, O Lord before my mouth’; keep the 
door of my lips, incline not my heart to any evil thing, to 
practice wicked works, with men that work ‘iniquity, and 
Let me not eat of their dainties.” Pfa. 119. 34, 35,°36, 37. 
“Give me underftanding, and] fhall keep thy law, yea, I fhall 
obferve it with my whole heart. Make me to go in the path’ 
of thy commandments, for therein do I delight. “Inclize my 
heart unto thy teftimonies, and not to covetoufnefs. Turn a- 
way mine eyes from beholding vanity : and guicken thou me 
in thy way.” Verfe 133. “Order my fteps in thy word and: 
let not any iniquity have dominion over me.” ~ Here we have 
the frequent example of the devout Pfalmift, to. <dmonifh 
us of our duty, in praying to Gop that we might be fecured 
from fin, and inclined to a faithful performance’ of duty. 
From whence arifes a very cogent argument, that Gop cam 
oo reftrain 
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reftrain fin in men without any injury to their free agency. 

Are. IV. Ifit be not in the power of Gop to reftrain fin, 
and that confiftently with free-agency ; then he cannot bring 
about aay general prevalency of religion, efpecially fuch as fhall 
be in the latter.days :.But we are affured from {cripture, 
that when any uncommon and genuine reformations in reli- 
gion take place, it isthe work of Gop, and that it will be 
fo particularly in the latter-day glory.-+-Therefore, it certain- 
ly is inthe power of Gop, to fupprefs finful diforders, and 
corruptions amoagf{t men, and caufe a general {pread of vir- 
tue and piety: Or in a word, that Gop can reftrain fin, 

We have prophecies in f{cripture, that fpeak of glorious 
revivals of true religion amongft men ; and God himfelf is 
confidered as producing thefe bleffed reformations. But with 
what propriety can this be faid of God, if it does not belong 
to his province, to rectify the diforders of the human heart, 
fubdue the vicious affections of men, and direct them to the 
moit noble and excellent objects ? 

I will.mention a few remarkable reformations in religion 
which are recorded in feriptue, in the production of which 
the glory is) afcribed to Gon. 

The firft is that of the Jews, about the time of their return 
from the Babylonifh captivity. They had been extremely 
rebellious and corrupt, but yet Gop promifes to produce a 
glorious change in the ftate of their minds. See Ezek. 
11. 19,/20,.. And J will, give them one heart, and I 
will puta new Spirit within you, and I will take the ftony 
heart out of their fle, and will give them an beart of fle, 
that they may walk in my. ftatutes and keep mine ordinan- 
ces and do them, and they fhall be my people, and I will 
be their Gop.” See alfo Ezek. 36. 25, 26, 37, 28. “¢ Then 
awill I ferinkle clean water upon you, and ye fhall be clean from 
all your filchinefs, and from all your idols will I cleanfe you. 
A new heart alfo will I give you, and a new fpirit will I put 
within you, and I willtake away the flony heart out of your fel, 
and I will give you an heart of fifo, and I will put my spirit 


within you, and caufe you to walk in my fiatutes, and ye fhall 


keep my judgments and-do them, and ye fhall dwell in the 
land I gave to your fathers, and ye fhall be my people, and 
| i 
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I will be your Gop.” Here the Prophet foretells a very 
extraordinary reformation that was to take place amonett the 
Jews, yet it was to be effected by the power of Gop. I (fays 
Gop) will give them anew heart and put within them a new [pirits 
Moft certainly then their hearts were under his directions He 
could deftroy the powerful habits of fin, that prevailed with- 
in them, and infpire them with a virtuous, and holy turn of 
mind. We fee from this inftance, how Gop can bring about 

‘a reformation, amoneft the moft depraved and vicious. peo- 
ple, and by this means reftrain fin, 

Another very remarkable revival of religion, was that which 
was in the days of John the Baptift. Multicudes of people 

: of various feéts and denominations, reforted to him for in{truc- 
tion. They were furprizingly exercifed, and vehemently en- 

gaged in religion ; fo that Chrift teftifies that ‘* from the days 

of John the Baptift, until then, the kingdom ef Heaven fuf- 

fered violence, and the violent took it by force” (Mat. 11. 12.) 

And in another place, he thus exprefies himfelf. _ “* The law 

and the prophets were until John, fince that time the king- 

_ dom of Gop is preached, and every max prefleth into it.” 

_ (Luke 16.16.) Religion fo eminently abounded in the days - 

of John the Baptift, as anfwered to the following, notable 
ancient prophecy, which was then verified, Luk..g. 5. Every 
valley fhall be filled, and every mountain and hill fhall be 
brought low ; and the crooked fhall be made ftraight, and the 
rough ways fhall be made {mocth ; and all fle thall fee the 
falvation of Gop.” And yet how remarkable foever this fea- 
fon was, with refpec to a glorious reformation, it was brought 
about by Gop, thro’ the inftrumentality of John the Baptift. 
Thus we are inftruéted by the prophet Malachi, fee Chap. 4. 
5, 6. ‘ Behold J fend you, Elijah the prophet, before the 
coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord, and be 

fall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart 
of the children to the fathers, left I come and {mite the earth 
with acurfe. 
- Wewillgonfider another inftance of uncommon revival of 
religion, {aid to be effected byGop : And that is when the {pint 
was fo remarkably poured out at the day of Pentecoft. Here 
commenced a period in which true religion fiourithed, heyeng 
what 
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what was ever known at any other time : yet it was brought’ 


about by the fpecial operation and interpofition of divine 
power, according to fcripture account, and as indeed is evident 
to any impartial obferver. 

The 2d Chap. of the Aéts witneffes to the mighty power 
of Gop, in the production of this extraordinary revival of re- 
ligion. We have there an account of the fupernatural opera- 


tions of the Holy Ghoft, which fell upon the Apoftles, verfes _ 


2, 3,4. ‘* And fuddenly there came a found from Heaven, 
as of a rufhing mighty wind, and it filled all the houfe, where 
they were fetting, and there appeared unto them cloven 
tongues, like as of fire, and it fat upon each of them, and they 
were filled with the Holy Ghoft, and began to {peak with other 
tongues as the /pirit gave them utterance.” When fome attri- 
buted the effects of this marvellous out-pouring of theDivine 
Spirit, to their being drunk with new wine, Peter boldly vin- 
dicates himfelf, and the reft, from this vile afperfion, and 
proves it to be the work of Gop, See Verfes 15---18. ‘ For 
thefe are not drunken, as ye fuppofe, feeing it is but the third 
hour of the day ; but this is that which was fpoken by the pro- 
phet Joel, and it fhall come to pafs in the laft days (faith Gop) 
L will pour out of my fpirit upon all flefo : and your fons and 
your daughters fhall prophecy, and your young men fhall {ee 
vifions, and your old men fhall dream dreams, and on my fer- 
vants and on my handmaidens, J «will pour out in thofe days 
of my fpirit, and they hall prophecy. In confequence of this 
iurprizing effufion of the Holy Spirit and thro” the inftrumen- 
tality of Peter’s preaching, multitudes, were pricked in their 
heart, and cried out with great folicitude, “ Men and brethren 
what fhall we do ?” “ And the fame day were added to them, 
about three thoufand fouls.” How vifible was the hand of 
Gop in this remarkable revolution ? It is very evident that 
the reformation here breught about, was effected by the 
mighty power of Gop. 

There is another time yet to come, wherein the kingdom 
of Chrift is to prevail and flourifh, far beyond whatever 
ithas asyet. The time I refer to is.in the latter days, whert 
fatan fall be bound, and Chrift foall reign on the earth for 
@ thoufand years, and when all fall know the Lord from the leaft 

unto 
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unto the greateft. There are many magnificent prophecies 
which relate to this time: Yet if Gop has not the goyern- 
ment of the human heart how fhall it be brought about ? Do 
not the Scriptures confider Gop as the caufe of that general 
abounding of religion thro’ the earth, certainly they do, {ee 
Dan. 2. 44. “ And in the days of thefe Kings, fall the God 
of Heaven fet up a kingdom, which fhall never be deftroyed ; 
and the kingdom fhall not be left to other people, but it fhall 
break in pieces, and confume all thefe kiagdoms, and it fhall 
ftand forever. Gop here affumes to himfelf the honor of 
erecting this glorious kingdom, which is to confift in truth 
and righteoufnefs. This kingdom will be in the hearts of 
Gon’s people, and it fhall become univerfally prevalent. An 


_angel is to be fent down from Heaven to bind fatan, and 


confine him to the bottomlefs pit that he fhould deceive the 
nations no more. Here fin fhall be reftrained, and all the re- 
fule of divine power. And in the whole no violence will be 
offered to the a agency of men. Mankind will then ex- 
ercife their liberty, with as much plentitude as ever before. . 

Therefore from what has been faid under this head, it ap- 
pears evident, that the power of Gop is to be acknowledged 
in the production of remarkable reformations amongft men ; 
they are brought about by the pouring out of his Spirit. 

Therefore Gop is able fo to govern the hearts of men, as 
to reftrain them from fin, without incroaching upon their free 
agency. 

Are. V._ If thofe who ever poffefs a principle of divine 
grace, do always maintain it, and perfevere unto the end, and 
that thro’ the mighty poweref Gop ; then Gop is able to re- 
{train fin, in away coniifgent with the liberty of the creature : 
or in a word, if the doctrine of the faints perfeverance ts trues 
then Gon is able to keep men from finning. ‘ 

It is very manifeft, that if Gop can, and actually doth keep 
men from falling away, after they are once fanctified, let 
their temptations and trials be what they will; he is able to 
reftrain fin: forthe keeping them from falling away, is the 
fame as the keeping them from fin, Saints can turn apof- 
tates, and mifs of final falvation, no otherwifé than by run- 
ning into thofe fins, which are,inconfiftent with a flate of 

grace, 
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grace. If Gop therefore evermore does caufe the faints to 
perfevere unto the end, he muft do it by preventing their run- 
ning into an habitual and prevailing courfe of fin, which how- 
ever he cannot do, unlefs it be in his power to reftrain fin. It 
is needful therefore only to prove, that Gop does, or at leaft 
that he is able to fave his people, who have been once inftated 
into his favour, from final apoftacy. We fhall therefore ad- 
duce a few texts of fcripture for the proof of this point. 1 Pet. 
1.5. ‘* Who are kept by the power of God, thro’ faith unto 
falvation,” The Apoftle, here {peaks of it as a common pri- 
vilege of all true faints, to be fo under the care and preferva- 
tion of Gop, as that the falvation of their fouls is fecured ; 
and he afferts the power of of Gop to be the caufe of it. If 
Gop can thus keep by his power, all true believers, unto eter- 
nal falvation, and this is agreeable to his ufual practice ; how 
evidently does it from hence appear, that he can fave men, 
from running into fuch fins as are repugnant to a ftate of 
grace? A text of {cripture much fimilar to this abovementi- 
oned we have in Phil. 1.6. “Being confident of this very 
thing, that he that hath began a good work in you, will per- 
Jorm it until the day of ‘Fefus Chrif.” With what confi- 


dence, does the Apoftle here exprefs himfelf, that as God had | 


began a goed work in the Philipians, that is a work of faving 
grace, he would accomplifh it unto the final falvation of 
their fouls ? This is all confidered as the work ofGon, and that 
it fhould be effeétual, for the bringing of faints to glory. It 
appears then that Gop has engaged to keep them from relapf- 
ing to their former courfe of fin, fo that a finful life fhall 
never become their prevailing character, 

When God once fixes his faving love, upon perfons, he 
never withdraws it ; but thefe whom he once loves be loves unto 
the end, and they foall never perifh , none feall be able to pluck 
them eut of bis bands. Not-the greateft temptations they can 
be expofed to, can be powerful enough, to draw them into 
fuch an evil ftate, as to caft them out of the {pecial favour of 
Gop ; agreeable to Rom. 8. 35 to 39. Wibo hall feperate 
us fromthe love of Chrijt ? thalt tribulation, or diftrefs, or per- 
fecution, or famine, or nakednefs, or peril, or fword ; nay in 
all thefe we kre more than congusrers, thrqugh him that loved 
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tion, and from one Kingdom. to another people, be /uffered no 
man to do them wrong ; yea be reproved kings for their fakes, 
faying touch not mine ancinted, and do my prophets no harm.” 
We have the fame expreffions in Pfal. 105. 14, 15. From 
hence it appears that Gop_ can eafily tame and govern the 
proud and hoftile fpirit of the nations, fo that they thall 
have no inclination, to difturb or injure, thofe whom Gop 
would fave from the dreadful effects of their favage cruelty 
and revenge. How eafily then can Gop govern the human 
heart ; and reftrain fin perfectly agreeable to his pleafure ? 

Are. VII. If God cannot reftrain fin, he is not the ua- 
controulable moral Governor of the world---But the {criptures 
give us the cleareft: evidence, that Gop is in fuch a fenfe the 
moral Governor of the world, as to have all events under his 
abfolute direction, efpecially fuch as are the mott important, 
as the actions of free-agents are. 

The Pfalmift {peaks of the great fovereign Lord of the 
Univerfe, in this majeftic ftile, “ The Lord hath prepared his 
throne in the heavens, and bis kingdom ruleth over all.” Pla. 
103. 19. 

Nothing that takes place thro’out the immenfe univerfe, 
is exempt from the providence of Gon: for his kingdom 
ruleth over all. The Apoftle declares that, ‘he worketh ai/ 
things after the counfel of his own will.” Eph. 1. 41. Ne- 
buchadnezzar after the recovery of his underftanding and rea- 
fon, makes this confeffion and affertion in honor of the So- 
vereign Ruler of the Univerfe, that, “ He doeth according to 
Lis will in the army ot heaven and among the inhabitants of 
theearth ; and:zoze.can ftay his hand, or fay unto him, what 
doft thou ?” Dan. 4. 35. Goo is in {cripture reprefented as 
perfectly executing his pleafure; none being able to refitt 
and fruftrate his wife, and holy purpofes; which, however, 
could not be true, if he could not govern the hearts of men. 
“« My counfel shall fiand, and I will do all my pleafure.” 
Ifa. 46. 10, 

It would be a very partial limitation of the Divine Go- 
vernment, to reftri€t it merely to the difpofal of natural e- 
vents, and the regulation of inanimate things. According 
to {cripture, devils are at his controul, Satan could not dit: 
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trefs and vex holy Job, *till Ged put all into bis power. The 
devils could not enter into the herd of .fwine, *till Chrift gave 
them leave. And when the Almighty Ruler of the Univerfe 
fees fit, He fends on angel down frem heaven, with a great chain, 
to bind fatan and caft bim into the bottomle/s pit, that he foould 
deceive the nations no more for a thoufand years. 

Thofe events which are brought about thro’ the inftrumen- 
tality of free-agents, are confidered, however, as coming from 
the hands of Gop ; becaufe his providence was concerned in 
the produétion of them. For inftance, thofe heavy judg- 
ments, which were impofed upon the houfe of Eli, were 
brought to pafs by the hands of men, as the fecond caufes : 
Yet Eli confiders them as proceeding from Gop, as the fu- 
preme caufe, and original fource, and therefore fays, ‘* It is 
the Lord, let kim do what feemeth him good.” Moreover, it 
is obfervable, that all thofe judgments which were inflicted 
upon Eli, are faid to be performed by Gop himfelf ; as Gop 
tells Samuel, tho’ it was to be brought about, by the hands 
of men, as the inftruments; fee 1 Sam. 3. 11,12. “ And 
the Lord faid to Samuel, behold, J will do a thing in Ifrael, 
at which both the ears of every one that heareth it, fhall 
tingle. Inthat day I will perform againft Eli all the things 
which I have fpgken concerning his houfe ; when J begin, I will 
make an end.” You will obferve here, howGop afferts bis agency 
in the produttion of thefe calamities---I will do a thing---1 will 
perform againft Eli---When I begin, I will make an end, &c. Yet 
the Philiftines were the fole under agents in the affair. And 
notwithftanding all this, they appear to act as much like free- 
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to a very preat degree, if Gop cannot govern the hearts of 
men. But that this might have been the confequence of 
Gop’s bringing the fyftem into exiftence, is fo monftroufly 
abfurd, that methinks it cannot be admitted by any difcern- 
ing mind. 

It is very ¢afy to perceive, that if itis not in the power of 
Gop to centroul the hearts of free-agents, and reftrain them 
from fin, according to his pleafure, that dreadful confe- 
quences may enfue. The will of Gop may be croffed. The 

ood he aimed at in the creation, be prevented : irrepara- 
ble diforders introduced. The friends to virtue would be 
filled with lamentation, The enemies of Gop and all good, 
would triumph and exult.---Is it not eafy to fee, that this 
might have been the terrible confequence, if it was not abfo- 
elutely in the power of Gop to govern free-agents ? We may 
therefore firmly conclude, that Gop the fupreme Governor, 
does according to bis will in the army of heaven, and among 
the inhabitants of the earth. Moft certainly the coun/el of the 
Lord fhall ftand, and he will do ail bis pleafure. It mutt be 
deregatory to the honor of him, who worketh all things, after 
the counfel of his own will, to fuppofe itis in the power of his 
créatures, to fruftrate his defigns. 

Arc. IX. As Gon, perfeétly foreknew how all his rational 
creatures would act, antecedently to his giving them exiftence ; 
fo he never would have given exiftence to fuch of his crea- 
tures, as he forefaw, if he brought them into being, would 
be only a vexation to him, and whom he could not govern 
according to his pleafure. 

That Gop did fere-know how all his intelligent creatures 
would act, previoufly to his giving them exiftence, in every in- 
ftance of their conduct ; is a point I new take for granted. 
If it were denied, it might be eafily proved both from {crip- 
ture and reafon. 

It being then conceded, that Gop forefaw in every refpect, 
how all his creatures would aét; fuch of them as he forefaw 
would not anfwer the valuable ends of creation, we may be 
affured he would not have made. To fuppofe Gop fhould 
make a creature whom he knew he could not make fubfer- 
vient to his pleafure, is apparently abfurd. It is repugnant 
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to all reafon to fuppofe, any rational being, would do any’ 
thing, when he knew he fhould be no way gratified therein: 
but that all the ends he had in view in doing it, would prove'a-’ 
bortive ; and inftead of enjoying any fatisfaction in it, it would 
be only a perfect perplexity and affli€tion to him. For in=. 
ftance, would a man in his wits, be at great labor and “ex- 
pence, to build him a ftately and convenient dwelling-houfe, 
for the fole end of living in it, and enjoying comfort in’ it, 
when he certainly knew before he began, ‘that as foon as 
finifhed, it would be burnt down, and in the ruins of it, bis own 
dear family would be confamed, with an immenfe quantity 
of valuable treafure ? Could fuch a conduét be in any mea-. 
fure reconciled with reafon and prudence ? And can we bet- 
ter reconcile it with the infinite wifdom of the great Gop,’ 
that he fhould exert his almighty power to bring into. ex-. 
iftence, fuch of his creatures, (and preferve them in exift- 
ence too by the fame almighty power) whom he could not: 
rule according to his pleafuré; but who would entirely? 
counteract his defigns, fet in confufion the whole moral 
world, and fpread diffolation and horror thro’ the univerfe, 
from which no equivalent good, could be educed, as a proper: 
compenfation ? Would he do that which he knew would: be 
followed with an eternal reproach upon himlelf, and would 
plunge a great part of the creation, in everlafting torment, 
to the un{peakable grief of the reft, the damage being for- 
ever irreparable ? This would be demonftration, that the 
Divine Being delighted in fin and mifery for its” oto fake. 
But, far be it from us, to have fuch horrid apprehenfions 
of the Holy One of Ifrael. 

We may therefore certainly conclude, that Gop can and 
does govern the hearts of men at pleafure; and that he re- 
{trains fin inevery inftance, fo far as it is confiftent with the 
higheft wifdom for him to do it. Surely the wrath of man foall 
preife Thee, the remainder of wrath fhalt thou refrain. 

I have new gone thro’ with the arguments for the efta- 
blifhment of the point I propofed. And I have only to re- 
queft of you (my hearers) that you would confider them all 
conjunctly, and duly attend to their weight, and form an 
impartial judgment of their conclufivenels,--- 
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> What remains, is only to make fome inferences which na+ 
turally: flow from the fubject. 

exbiitbeicbak 08 on Res Bes cB BR. Boe By aa 
- a2 We infer, that as Gop is able toreftrain fin, amongfk 
the apoftate, rebellious children of men, who are under the 
dominion of. powerful vicious habits; fo we can much more 
eafily conceive, that he was able to have prevented fin, in be- 
ings made driginally holy, 

. However ftrong the corruptions of men are in this world, 
we truft we have proved, that Gop ‘was able to reftrain 
andfirpprefs them; and that in a perfect confiftency with 
liberty. The human heart, however vicioufly difordered, 
hé-cane réctify---deftroy the powerful ‘habits of fin, and ex- 
cite the moft abandoned, to virtue and goodnefs ; fuch as 
Paul the perfecutor, who calls himfelf the chier of finners ; 
and Mary Magdalen out of whom was. caft feven devils ; 
and Zacheus the publican, and indeed the whole Jewith 
and Gentile world, who are reprefented as being overwhelm- 
_ed in the moft extreme corruption by the Apoftle, in the be- 
ginning of his Epiftle to the Romans. . I fay, if Gop can do 
this, it is natural to fuppofe, that he might have prevented, 
the apoftacy of beings, originally, perfectly holy 5 without 
the leatt.injury to their freedom. ‘This inference is fo obvi- 
ous, that we need not.enlarge upon it. 

2. We eran that. the providence of Gop extends io all 
things, that ever takes place in Gop’s world. 

That it extends to all natural events is not fo much dif- 
puted ;. and that it extends to all moral events, is abundant- 
ly implied in the doctrine, that bas now been maintained : 
asnot a /parrow falls to the ground, without our, Heavenly 
Father : fo not a thought, nor exercife in the human heart, 
ever takes place without the concernment of providence, 
Gop. governs as well the moral as the natural world. “He 
sworketh all things after the counfel of his own will.” Gen’s 
works of providence are his: mott holy, wife and powerful, 
-preferving and governing all his creatures, and all ibeir actions, 
We intirely agree with the Aflembly of Divines, in fup- 
spofing. that Gop in his provicence governs even all the 
aftions of all his creatures, And this difcourfe is miohy 
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built on that fuppofition, IfGop be abundantly able to 
govern the hearts of men, in perfect confiftence with liberty, 
as we have endeavoured to prove ; then he undoubtedly does 
this. It would be unbecoming him, who is the Lord of. the 
creation, and has the reins of government in his hands, to 
neglect this bufinefs. We conclude, therefore, that the pro- 
vidence of Gop extends to all the free aétions of his intelligent 
creatures , fo that they are all direéted, controuled and limit. 
ted by his foyereign pleafure, and that perfectly agreeably to 
their liberty. ee 

3. We may infer that Gop, has before ordained whatioever 
comes to pafs. 

If Gop actually reftrains fin at pleafure, and fways the 
hearts of men, fubjecting all things to his fupreme will, fo 
that his psovidence extends to every event; we may be fure 
he does not do this without defign. If all things are under 
his fovereign difpofal, there can be no queftion remaining, 
‘ but that they are all the effects of his predetermination,--- 
‘Whatfoever Gop, in the courfe of his providence, brings to 
pafs in time ; he undoubtedly before determined to do. It is ab- 


furd, to conceive that God aéts without defign. Indeed, no. 


intelligent, free-agent ever acts without defign, in any of their 
free actions; much lefs can we fuppofe, that the Divine Be- 
ing ever does fo. And as Gop never aéts without defign ; 
fo thefe defigns muft have been formed from eternity. AsGop 
is an omnifcient being, there is no occafion for his waiting, for 
any particular emergency to arife before he forms his defigns 
and purpoies. He mutt therefore have formed his defigns 
from eternal ages. Confequently be bas before ordained what- 
forever comes to pafs 5 agreeably to- the propofition in our ca- 
techi{m. 
4. We infer that all things being under the condua of 
infinite wifdom ; they fhall eventually turn out for the deft, 
‘The Gop that made and fuftains the univerfe prefides over 
it. Nothing occurs but what was predetermined by him, 
and brought about by his over ruling Providence, Can we 
fuppofe then, that he has before ordained ; and in the courfe 
of his providence brought to pafs, things which fhall anfwer 
mg valuable purpole ? Will not a Gop of infinite wifdom 
Sees . manage 
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manage all things for the beft ? Can there be any defectin 
his government of the World? Ifhe has the abfolute ma-- 
nagement of all things, fo that no event can take place con- 
trary to his defign, will not every thing be wifely ordered ? 
If tome unfkilful and incompetent being, had the univerfe 
committed to them to rule and govern; we might expect 
fome fad blunders: Some things that fhould anfwer no wife 
purpofe, but which fhould be of pernicious confequence in 
the fyftem. But as Gop infinitely wife and all fufficient, rules 
in the kingdom of providence ; we may be confident that he 
will manage and conduét all affairs, fo that upon the whole 
they fhall be productive of the greateft poffible good. We 
may depend upon this, with the fame confidence, as we may 
depend that Gop is complatly all-fufficient, and abfolutely 
perfect. He will not fuffer any thing to take place in vain; 
However evil, and undefirable many things are in their ewn 
nature, and in a partial view: Yet in conneétion with the 
whole order of things, they will confpire to the anfwering 
fome valuable end , {fo as to difplay the wifdom of him whofe 
kingdom ruleth over all. 

5. IfGop’s abfolute and fovereign dominion over the hu- 
man heart is confiftent with liberty (as we have evinced) then 
we may conclude it is confiftent with tbe nature of virtue and 
vice, and of praife ond blame. 

If perfons, notwithitanding that the providence of Gop ex- 
tends to their moral actions, have the free ufe of their liberty, 
preferved to them inviolate : Then they may undoubtedly be 
accountable for all their actions. Being free agents they are 
commendable for the good aétions they perform, and cenfur- 
able for their evil actions. It is a plain dictate of reafon, that 
perfons may be praifed or blamed for the actions they perform 
in the full poffeffion of their liberty, according as they are 
good or evil, Good people, when from the uprightiefs of 
their hearts, they conform to all the holy laws of Gop, and 
live confcientioufly in all known duty, (acting herein as free 
agents) are worthy of commendation ; notwithftanding it is 

- Gop that works in them both to will and to do.” ~The 
-Children of Gop are /ed by the Spirit of Gop: Yet their 
charagters are amiable, and their perfons commendable and 
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turning them, as it perfectly comports with their liberty ; fo 
it in no mealure detraéts from. their commendablenefs. We 
admire their excellent behaviour, to which they are excited by 
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The proud King of Affyria, in his outrageous cruelty and 
rapine which he exercifed towards the Jews being actuated 
from pride, arrogancy and ambition, acted very wickedly. 
And yet the fcriptures fay that Gop ent bim, and gave him a 


_ It is very manifeft, that in.cafe men enjoy the full poftet. 
Gion of their liberty, that they may be accountable for their 
conduct; and their actions be virtuous or ‘vicious a¢cording 
as they are conformable to the law of Gop, or as they vary 
from it. Lhe righteous may properly be commended and 
rewarded : and zhe wicked condemned and punithed, Chere 
is nothing in the dodtrine we have. advanced, inconfiftent 
with this ; if the {criptures may be credited, . Nor does it 
imply any thing inconfiftent with commands, countéls, warn- 
ings, invitations. entreaties, exhortations, and threatnings. 
Men being left in the full enjoyment of their Jiberty, may 
properly be the fubjects of thefe ; notwithftanding all their 
actions may come under the fuperintendency of providence. 
Whe {criptures clearly fuppofe that the hearts of men are in the 
Band of the Lord, and that he turneth them whither foever ke will: 
‘Yet they equally fuppofe that they are intirely tree in all their 
vactioas ; confequently they may be the fubjects of com- 
mands, promifes, threatnings, &c.---We may be. certain that 
there is a perfect harmony in thefe things, tho’ forne may be 
unable to fee into the rationale of it. 
. 6. What a joyful confideration is it, to all: the friends of 
“Virtue, that Gop infinitely great and wife has the manage- 
-ment and difpofal of all events. ? gett 
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“ The Lord reigneth let the earth rejoice.” Things are 
not jumbling along without any director---They do not run_ 
at random---They are not governed by capricious chance. 
Nor-are they under the controul, and government of lawlefs 
wicked beings, who would drive every thing an end according 
as their exhorbitant lufts, pride and ambition fhould dictate. 
Were this the cafe there would be juft caufe for infupporta- 
ble grief amongft all Gon’s friends. But it is the mott wife 
and righteous God, who is the moral governor of the world, 
and who over-rules all things. His righteous providence is 
concerned in all things that take place. And fo we conclude 
that there is a wife reafon for all his conduct---for his futicr- 
ing all feeming evils to take place, which we behold. And 
fo we truft it will all turn out for the beft. All things will 
confpire to the general good. Tho’ the world at prefent 
then, feems to be in a moft melancholy fituation ; yet why 
fhould we defpond ? ‘* The Lord reigneth ; even thy Goo 
O Zion : Praife ye the Lord.” ‘* Tho’ clouds and darknefs 
are round about him ; yet juftice and judgment are the ha- 
bitation of his throne.’ However dark and impenetrable 
his counfels are; yet they are all holy and wife, and are 
worthy to be extolled, admired and adored. And it becomes 
us at all times, to think well of his adminiftrations. ‘* Great 
and marvellous are thy works Lorp Gop almighty ; juft and 
true are all thy ways, thou King of Saints.”---Under fuch, 
confiderations we may bear up with a fteady compofed mind, 
amidft all the dark fcenes of providence, which may prefent 
themfelves to our view. ‘* We may fing unto the Lord of 
mercy and of judgment :” And may rejoice always in the 
Lord.----Let us bear this confideration then much in mind--- 
Let us remember that the all-wife Gop fits at the helm of go- 
vernment; and will fteer perfectly right : And will overrule 
all things for his own greateft glory and for the beft good of 
his faithful fervants: Whilft all his obitinate enemies fhall 
be confounded, and fhall fuffer the fhame and mifery their 
crimes deferve. Surely this is a very comfortable doctrine, to 
all the benevolent friends of Zion. Let us all therefore join 
with the heavenly hofts in this joyful acclamation, and raptur- 
ous doxology ; “ ALLELUIA : FOR THE LORD GOD 
OMNIPOTENT REIGNETH™  ~ AMEN, 


